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On July 12, government spokespersons released a statement outlining new rules concerning the
movement of domestic and foreign journalists within El Salvador. Effective July 15, journalists will
be permitted to travel anywhere within the country without safe conduct papers authorized by
military officers. Reporters will be required to present identification and press credentials, and to
inform the National Communications Secretariat (SENCO) and local army commanders of their
whereabouts. Journalists are to be permitted to accompany military units when possible, and the
armed forces press office (COPREFA) will provide periodic press briefings. The statement instructed
journalists to provide "balanced reporting on incidents which tend to increase the level of violence."
Next, journalists are warned to avoid the following: stimulating the war and inciting violence;
reporting military information which could be used [by the rebels] in tactical sense; transporting
armed persons; evacuation of wounded combatants; traveling with persons not associated with the
press; and, permitting the use of reports by third parties for publicity and propaganda purposes.
Journalists were told that they travel at their own risk in conflict zones. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE,
07/14/91)
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